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At the same time, edit
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al, 2010).
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Both the form layout and data
processing were updatedinthe
ACS beginningin 2008, and
resulted in cleaner data for
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Q)’Connell, et. al, 2010). /
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Investigationsinto the 2010 \
Census data determinedthata

substantial portion of same-sex
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1996 - The Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA)

is signed into federal law, defining marriage
O/ as consisting of one manand one woman

2003 —US Supreme Court 2003 - MAis the 15t 2008 - CT legalizes
rules sodomy laws are state to legalize same-sex marriage

unconstitutional \ O/same-sex marriage \ marriage ,
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2013 - US Supreme Court strikes down part of DOMA. The federal
government is now required to recognize same-sex marriages from
states where they are legal

2013 - DE, HI, IL,
MN, RI, NJ, NM, CA
legalize same-sex

2015 - US Supreme Court rules that legal
prohibitions on same-sex marriage are
unconstitutional

2014 - AK, OR, ID, MT, CO,
WY, NV, UT, KS, AZ, OK, KS,
WI, IN, WV, PA, VA, NC, SC
legalize same-sex marriage

2017 —The 7t Circuit Court of Appeals rules
that the Civil Rights Act prohibits workplace
discrimination against LGBT employees

2009 — Unofficial estimates of same-sex
spouses are released from the 2000
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2011 —Preferred estimates for same-sex
spouses and unmarried partners are
released from 2010 Census

Prior to each of these edit changes, each survey changed

reported same-sex spouses to opposite-sex spouses
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“Unmarried partners” is added as a 2008 — ACS updates form | Surveys begin updating the relationship categories in data collection to include “same-sex” and “opposite-sex”
relationship category to several surveys. design to reduce reporting identifiers for spouses and unmarried partners
Same-sex status is determined based on errors in sex 2014 -SIPP; 2015-CPSand AHS; 2019-ACS; 2020-Decennial Census
the sex of the two individuals
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Surveys begin releasing data with same-sex spouses present

2013 —ACS; 2014 -SIPP; 2019 - CPS ASEC; AHS; 2020 —Decennial Census (expected)
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2020 - Decennial will

retain same-sex spouses

in the data

B 2000 & 2010: In the Decennial Census, same-sex spouses are changed to same-sex unmarried partners

1996 —2013: In the SIPP, same-sex spouses are changed to same-sex unmarried partners

2014 — Present: SIPP retains same-sex spouses in the data
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i 2005 —-2012: In the ACS, same-sex spouses are changed to same-sex unmarried partners

2013 —Present: ACS retains same-sex spouses in the data

2010-2018: In the CPS, same-sex spouses are changed to same-sex unmarried partners

2015 & 2017: In the AHS, same-sex
spouses are changed to same-sex
unmarried partners

The updated relationship categories are tested in several surveys prior to adoption
2013 -SIPP,AHS,and ACS 2016 -ACS
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combines two distinct groups (Fields & Clark, 1999)
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Research indicates that misreports of sex lead to inflated estimates of
same-sex married couples (Chestnut, 2008; O’Connell & Feliz, 2011)
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2014 -2019 — The updated relationship categories are fielded in a series of tests using both decennial and survey
operations as part of the Decennial Census preparations. Results indicate response rates are stable, and data quality is good
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